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Death and Vision

“Thankfully,
those who
believe in God
have a hope that
reaches beyond
the confines
of this present
world, and they
“desire a better
country, that is a
heavenly” (Heb
11:16).”
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One of the most resplendent records of Scripture about the stunning beauty and
triumphant power of the Lord was documented by the prophet Isaiah. God, with his
unparalleled handiwork, had woven the prophet Isaiah and the King Uzziah together
into the same fabric of time. Isaiah’s words, while inspired by God, are full of feeling and written during a season of personal loss. “In the year King Uzziah died I saw
also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple”
(Isaiah 6:1). If not clearly evaluated, one may miss a powerful principle revealed here
by the prophet of old. While the loss of someone close may bring sorrow, if you can lift
your head, it may also bring a fresh vision and understanding of God’s majesty.
Most of those reading this article have been touched at some point in life by the
sobering reality of death. You have endured that season when someone you held with
deep personal value was simply gone. No more phone calls, no more inside jokes, no
more funny text threads, and no more deep personal conversations. Maybe you saw
death coming through a prolonged illness. You did your best to plan and prepare while
you watched it approach like an ever-growing shadow as the sun rose and the heat
intensified. Or maybe you just woke up one day to the stunning news and the reality
that they were gone. Without warning,
death had come and now any sense of
mental calibration seems impossible.
Either way, slow or fast, most would
agree that it’s hard to accurately or
adequately prepare for the void that’s
left once a loved one is gone.
Thankfully, those who believe in
God have a hope that reaches beyond
the confines of this present world, and
they “desire a better country, that is a
heavenly” (Heb 11:16). True believers
read, speak, sing, and even shout with
joy about the place where “God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and
there shall be no more death, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And
he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev. 21:4). Therefore
we, like Isaiah, have a tendency to better focus upon the splendor of Heaven and the
triumph of God through the teary eyes of loss.
During the first week of August, I attended the life celebration (funeral) for my
dear friend, Anthony Trimble. If anyone has ever been a believer, Anthony Trimble was
a believer. He was a son, a husband, a father, a preacher, a psalmist, a great friend,
and so many more things than I can express. His character was summarized well by a
couple of friends. Allow me to share their thoughts.
“Any description of Anthony that did not include worshipper would be wholly
inadequate and grossly incomplete. He was a true worshipper. A daily living sacrifice.
When there were no answers, there was worship. When there were no more words
there was worship.” – Rev. Michael Ensey
“Anthony never let a crisis keep him from his future orientation. He was a visionary. Who else could you tell they have a stage four cancer diagnosis and his response
be, ‘Okay, let’s write some NAYC worship songs, preach some conferences, build a
church building, evaluate the church organizational structure, take Kingston, Davis, and
Graham to Disney and then build a house.’” – Rev. Jason Huckaby
We sang, we worshiped, and we wept. But I can tell you this: I choose to live like
Anthony and I choose to worship with him again one day. While my heart may hurt
for his family and my mind wrestle with the process, my spirit is encouraged. In the
year Anthony Trimble died, I caught a glimpse of the Lord, high and lifted up, and His
train of victory still fills the temple.

Editors and Staff
president & publisher:
Joshua B. Carson
editor-in-chief:
T. W. Massengale
assistant editor:
Zack Ross
graphic design:
Zack Ross
staff writers:
Christina Li
John Fonzer Jr.
Charlotte L. Pound
Gregg Stone
Linda Schreckenberg
Susan Thomas
Maranatha Gannon
Angela Repetto
office manager:
R. Jaye Bannister
advertising manager:
Justin Wilkins
website manager:
Justin Wilkins
digital editor:
Elise Julien

ministry resource clerk:

Jocelyn Anaya

Web Site: www.ibcperspectives.com
E-mail: tmassengale@apostolic.edu
Address Correction: www.ibcperspectives.com

06

FEATURE:

Where the Fire Still Falls Pastor Yram Lopez

CONTENTS
Vol. 31 / No. 9

Mission Statement
wTo promote revival and growth among Apostolic churches and pastors by encouraging
unity and cooperation among those of like faith
and by providing a forum for the sharing of new
ideas, ministries and programs.
wTo report on those trends and events which
directly affect the work of the church.
wTo promote and enhance the ongoing ministry of Indiana Bible College.

NOTE: Indiana Bible College does not endorse or
recommend any advertiser or product advertised
in this publication.

If you would like to receive the IBC
Perspectives each month, simply provide us
with your mailing address and we will send
it to you free of charge. Each year we will
contact you by mail to ensure your address is
still current. At that time you will be given the
opportunity to give an offering to help support
this publication. Your offering will ensure that
this publication will survive. Recommended
offering: $20.00
IBC Perspectives
P.O. Box 47917
Indianapolis, IN 46247

1-317-781-7712 (Phone)
1-317-781-7700 (Fax)

Name: ____________________________
Address: __________________________
City: __________ State: ___ Zip: ______
Phone: _____________E-mail:_________

05

Opinions: Retirement and
Financial Planning

09

Global Missions Spotlight:
Joe Cooney, Part I

11

Plainly Speaking: The
Overlooked - Joel Wells

13

Answer Forum

16

Columnists

17

World News

20

Guest Pulpit: The Butterfly
Effect - Gregg Stone

23

Apostolic Ministry

25

Smiles & Humor

Opinions
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Joshua W. Randol, Levelland, TX - If a minister is
working a secular job, he should take advantage of
the companies that offer a match on their 401(k).
This is free money and is also compounded interest
that needs to be taken advantage of as soon as
possible. Simply put, the sooner you invest, the
sooner you will not have to invest. The younger a
minister retires, the better.
I believe it would be beneficial if local churches took it upon
themselves to allocate a small amount or an allowance of that church’s
income to some type of retirement plan. I personally have two forms
of retirement. First is the MRF (Ministers’ Retirement Fund) that is
offered through the UPCI. This fund has yielded me a much higher
percent than that of an average Edward Jones or Fidelity account.
This could be due to my constant research and making sure my
allocations are at their highest potential. The second vehicle I use
is an IUL. This is a whole life insurance that, upon maturity, an
individual can withdraw policy loans that serve as an income, along
with a life insurance benefit for your loved ones left behind.
David Sanzo, Manassas, VA - A minister should
begin saving for retirement as soon as possible
because it is easier to “do without” at age thirty than
seventy-five. This can include Roth IRAs, 401(k),
or other retirement vehicles, whether through
secular employment, self-employment, or with the
church. He may consider the church contributing
to retirement even before taking a salary – if other
income is sufficient. This way, when he transitions
to full-time ministry, the retirement question is already settled. This also
conditions the church to plan long term financially, rather than living
paycheck to paycheck. Prioritizing retirement by saving early relieves
stress from falling further behind as we approach retirement age, and
from forcing a church to choose between supporting a retired pastor
and a new pastor.
Chris Copeland, Joshua, TX - I do not feel that
Social Security will be sufficient for retirement,
and recommend that all pastors have a separate
retirement planning process. I contribute monthly
to a Roth IRA for both my wife and myself.
I would recommend that the bylaws make a
statement about retirement with a recommendation
for retirement planning and deter the expectation
that the pastor would receive pay from the church
in perpetuity. With the exception of a founding pastor, the local
assembly should not be expected to pay a pastor after their tenure.
Tim Doran, Harlingen, TX - I think if the church
is at the size that it can afford to do some type
of retirement for the pastor, it should provide it.
I think a lot of the time the pastor is trying to
advance the church first and will do so at any
cost to himself. If the pastor isn’t careful, when
he’s too old to continue, there will be nothing
left for him to retire with. I think it’s important
that young pastors ask for, listen to, and act on
the good financial advice of their elders. Let them speak to you
from their experiences. Don’t be afraid to “prosper” from the work
and labor that you put into the church. Of course, as you “prosper,”
don’t put the church in financial ruin, either.

Stephen Drury, St. Louis, MO - The Word of God
makes it clear that we should plan for retirement.
This includes pastors. To accomplish this goal as
a pastor, there typically needs to be a formal plan
in place established by the church. The question
is how this is placed in the legal structure of the
church. Should the pastor’s retirement planning
be placed in the church’s bylaws? If not, where? It
is actually NOT recommended that a pastor’s retirement be included in
the bylaws. Why? Every time the compensation percentage or amount is
changed, it must go before the entire church congregation for approval,
as any bylaw change requires. This could create awkwardness for both
pastor and saints. The best way to accomplish this savings plan for the
pastor is for the church board of trustees to handle the situation. They
can review the budget annually, and that includes salary, benefits, and
retirement savings.
This goes beyond just saving for a pastor’s retirement, however.
This also releases the church from any future guilt of not providing for
the pastor’s retirement when he/she ages and needs to retire. Many
pastors who have not provided for retirement find themselves at the
age to quit, but must continue as they have no other way to survive
financially. This can be detrimental to the church, as the aging pastor
may no longer be able to meet the needs of the congregation. As with all
financial matters, a little planning and foresight can save from struggle
and lack in the future.
Joel Hammond, Kingsville, TX - A pastor or
minister should find a 403(b) or annuity to invest
in as soon as possible. The church can also invest
a portion of tithes for retirement, but many
churches are not large enough. If the pastor
or minister is bi-vocational, they should take
advantage of investment opportunities through
their employment.
Kevin Goodwin, North Bend, OR - Social Security
is definitely not adequate for retirement. Personally,
I am a chaplain with a hospice agency. I receive
a monthly stipend for my work. I contribute 50%
of that income to a 401(k)-plan offered by the
company. Additionally, my wife works full-time
and contributes to two different retirement plans
through her employer. Our church board approved
a resolution for me to contribute to a retirement
plan through the UPCI, but as of this date, that contribution has not
been finalized. Church bylaws should include provisions for retirement.
The Stewardship Department of the UPCI can probably provide
guidelines for what those provisions should be, but getting financial
and legal counsel locally is probably a good avenue to pursue in setting
up provisions.
Daren Davis, Eclectic, AL - Obviously, every
congregation is at a different place financially. Many
pastors are bi-vocational, receiving little to no salary
from their congregations. For those that do enjoy
compensation for their service, a “retirement”
plan could certainly be beneficial in reducing the
stress of the retiring pastor. Early investment in the
inevitable is certainly the choice of wise men. Debt
is the master of men and ministries. Live below
your means and remain as close to “debt free as possible.
ibc perspectives -
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Feature

Written By Linda Schreckenberg

“Sing O barren, enlarge
the place of thy tent, and
lengthen thy cords” were
the words of Isaiah 54:1-2
that the Lord gave to Rev.
Yram Lopez, Pastor of the
United Pentecostal Church
in Shelbyville, TN (SUPC).
He thought, “Why am I
worshipping and praising
when I’m barren, and nothing
is going right? Why would
I do that if we are going to
remain barren?” However, as
he read those scriptures, it
Pastor Lopez and Family
was clear to him that the Lord
was preparing them if they would trust Him and make space for
Him to move, and that understanding changed everything.
Bro. Lopez and his wife, Ladana have a daughter, Robbie (21),
and a son, Ezekiel (Zeke) (17).
Praying for Favor, Access, and Resources
“There are many aspects that are integral to the growing
church,” said Pastor Lopez. “God must be at the epicenter of
everything we do. To be soulwinners, we must be soul-lovers and
a praying church. Trusting the process isn’t always easy but is
essential to becoming, rather than just being. We must die to self,
placing our wills and agenda on the altar and pursuing His will,
building a foundation of basics and consistency that moves us
beyond a Sunday afternoon shout.”
When Pastor Lopez assumed the pastorate, God gave him
direction for the church to pray. The acronym was F.A.R. They
were to pray for favor and access to the community as well as
resources to carry out the mission. When the church prayed, all of
those things abounded.
He served as Associate Pastor to Rev. Jim Blackshear in
Anchorage before coming to Tennessee to take the home missions
church in Shelbyville. “We’re probably the most diverse church in
our community,” he said, “And we’re intentional about that. Our
leadership looks like our pews. In this community, that’s a big deal.”
“Two years ago,” said Pastor Lopez, “The words ‘sing O
barren’ didn’t make sense, but the next verse speaks of enlarging
your tent and lengthening your cords. Our present facility has
10,000 square feet. Before that, we were in a storefront by the
Piggly Wigley with 1,200 square feet, and it wasn’t full. But we
found that as we make space, he’s filling it up.”
Pastor Lopez feels that the principle of unity toward one
another before God is crucial to revival. He noted that in Acts 4,
the place was shaken where they were assembled. The unshakable
began to be shaken. He said, “Strongholds come down when we’re
unified.” Another principle is that of discipling people to recognize
their harvest field, and that has been done through Bible studies
and prayer. He explained, “We’ve had a mighty move of God in
our Fire Department, the Police Department, and in saints’ places
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of employment. Prayer and fasting are the bedrock of it all, so we
have weekly, corporate prayer to engage the people. We have a
ladies’ prayer meeting and 24-hour prayer on Saturday for our
Sunday service, and I’ve taught Bro. Mangun’s series on praying
through the Tabernacle, Heaven to Earth.” He feels
strongly that a pastor’s priorities should be prayer,
discipleship, and connection in the community.
He said, “In a very short time here, leaders in the
community have opened up to me. I work part-time
at the Fire Department and serve as their chaplain.
I pray at City Council meetings, and I’m part of the
CISM team for the State of Tennessee, helping first
responders and communities after disasters. God has
opened all of that for us.”
The church broadcasts its services online. They
feel that increase has really come from sowing the
seed. Heavy investment in advertising, etc. wasn’t
financially feasible for them as a home missions church, but they
knocked doors and did prayer walks in the city. And, they have
IBC’s group, Chosen, do a concert every Spring, followed by a
powerful youth revival service that night.
Making Involvement a Priority
Departments of the church include Children’s Ministry, Vision
Student Ministry, Worship, Discipleship Training, Media team,
Small Groups, and Prison Ministry. After the Prison Ministry
door opened, other churches in the city were given one month of
Sundays a year. SUPC was asked to come weekly.
Pastor Lopez has annual and quarterly planning sessions with
his leaders. The group leaders have job descriptions, and planning
is done onsite. Pastor Lopez uses his own training for his leaders
and gives access to Ministry Central for those who feel a calling
upon their lives.
The percentage of those involved in some type of ministry
is thirty percent. Ten to fifteen are involved in evangelism, and
Pastor Lopez teaches, preaches, and disciples about involvement.
To this end, he does weekly discipleship classes in his office with
a small group of new people.
A Miraculous New Heart
The church has had a number of healings and miracles. A
man named Bro. Phil was terminal and had come to Shelbyville to
die. They prayed for him during a Sunday night service, and the
power of God moved on him. The following Wednesday night, he
showed up weeping. Pastor asked him if he was okay. He replied,
“Am I okay? I just came from the doctors, and I have a brandnew heart. I have the heart of a teenager! The doctors said it was
pounding in me.”
Love, Mercy, and Grace
“I try to lead by example and wouldn’t ask anyone to do what
I’m not willing to do,” said Pastor Lopez. “And I always want to be
compassionate, genuine, and transparent.”
He enjoys preaching on faith. But Pastor Lopez also enjoys
preaching on the love, mercy, and grace of God even more. He

The Spirit Moves in the Sanctuary

Pastor Yram Lopez
explained, “In this day of brokenness, we must show people
the love of God and let them know that He is so in love with
them. Only Jesus believed you were worth dying for.” He has
such a burden for prodigals and understands them, because he
was raised in truth and baptized at age thirteen, but spent many
years not living for God. He also has a burden for those of other
denominations of Christianity.
A Prophesied Property
The current property of 10,000 square feet, which sits on two
acres, was purchased five and a half years ago. It was worth over
three times what they paid for it. It was fully furnished and included
a fellowship hall, office furniture, sound system, etc.
Pastor Lopez said, “We needed more room and saw this lonely,
sad-looking church building with only a handful of cars there on
Sundays. We prayed about it, and it was prophesied that the building
would be ours. My realtor told us to come to look at the property,
but only between 3-4 p.m. We wondered why we were to visit at
that specific hour, and we were told that the pastor drove a school
bus. The board had not told him they were selling the building, and
they wouldn’t tell him until it was sold. Pastor Lopez said, “That’s
not how we operate.” He continued, “So, we let it go and didn’t
do anything but pray. Then,
they came back to us and said
they told the pastor and were
going to give him a severance
package, but they doubled the
price. I said, “That’s not going
to happen.” I prayed that the
Lord would deal with them,
and my realtor called a week
later and said, “Their realtor
called me. They want to know
what that Pentecostal preacher
is doing to them, because
they’ve not been able to sleep.”
A couple of weeks later they
dropped the price, and we
signed the contract to purchase
A Convert is Baptized
the property.”
The sanctuary seats 150, but they anticipate expanding,
because the Lord keeps taking Pastor Lopez back to Isaiah 54. Over
the past year, during COVID, they had fifteen people come in and
either receive the Holy Ghost or were baptized. When Bro. Lopez
became pastor, the attendance was around thirty-five. Presently,
they have doubled.
“You’ll Be Okay with the Answer”
Pastor Lopez was born in California but raised in Anchorage.
He received the Holy Ghost at age five. He had a successful career
he loved in the Fire Service in Anchorage, serving as Battalion
Chief. With a degree in Fire Science, being a firefighter was all he
had ever wanted to be.
Then, Rev. Eli Hernandez came to their church to minister.
“He called me out regarding a calling on my life,” said Pastor
Lopez. “The next year, he called me out again and reiterated what
he had said. Upon the prompting of the Holy Ghost, he poured
an entire bottle of oil over my head. I thought, ‘There is
no way!’ Earlier, I had
assured my
wife-to-be that I
wasn’t going to
be a preacher! I
was a fireman!”
In 2003,
around the
birth of
our son,

the impressions became
more frequent and
forceful. The Lord said,
“You can either tell
your son about it, or
you can show him.” My
grandfather had pastored
for years before he passed
away, so I went to my
grandmother to talk
to her about what was
happening with me. In
response to every reason
that I gave as to why I
couldn’t be a preacher,
she would answer that my
grandfather was like that.
I told her I couldn’t say
Pastor Lopez Preaching
anything without crying,
and she said, “Your grandfather wept every service!” Shortly after
receiving direction from his pastor, Pastor Lopez acknowledged
his calling.
In 2010, his father-in-law, Bishop Philip Swinford, who had
retired in a neighboring city at seventy-nine years old, felt the
call to reopen the church in Shelbyville. So, he went before the
Tennessee District Board to start a church there. He told Bro.
Lopez that he felt like he was the one to eventually pastor it. Years
went by, and he never pressured him, but would ask every time he
visited, “Anything yet?” Bro. Lopez would always reply, “Not yet.”
Bro. Lopez said, “In January 2014, I went to the
campground to pray and fast for an answer regarding Shelbyville.
On the way home, the Lord said, “You’ll be okay with the
answer.” He reminded me that he had placed a man of God in my
life and asked, “What does he say?” In the subsequent meeting
with my pastor, I explained what God had told me and then said,
“If you say, don’t go, I’ll never mention Tennessee again, but if
you say ‘go,’ I’ll go.” A few months later, I retired from my job in
Alaska and came to Shelbyville to pastor. At the exact moment
in August 2014, as I was introduced as pastor, every fire truck,
ambulance, and police car in the city went flying by with lights
flashing and sirens blaring. I asked for a moment as I watched my
life go by in lights and sirens, thinking, “What am I doing here?”
Then I heard someone in the back say, in a way only southerners
can, “Bless his heart!”
Of the many who influenced his ministry the most, were
Bishop J.R. Blackshear, Pastor Jim Blackshear, Evangelist Eli
Hernandez for his mentorship and divine impartation, Bishop
Philip Swinford for his example of loving souls, Rev. Jack Tidrick
and Rev. Kevin Page, who were friends when he needed one
most. His favorite preacher is Rev. Jim Blackshear, and his
favorite author is Dr.
David K. Bernard.
A Love for Travel and
Family
Pastor Lopez
loves traveling with
and hanging out with
his family and their
dog Maize, riding his
Harley, and playing
golf. The one thing
people can’t seem to
figure out is what a
Mexican from Alaska is
doing in Tennessee.
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Someone is Praying
You can’t hear them,
but at this very moment,
someone is praying!
A little boy who is feeling
the hurt of rejection by a
mother that has abandoned
him to live with a man that
won’t have anything to do
Stephen H. Judd
with her son. A small girl who
CEO/President
has been repeatedly abused by
her mother’s boyfriend. An aging grandmother
who is struggling to take care of her daughter’s
teenager who was orphaned when her parents
were killed by a drunken driver.
They cry out to God in pain, and they pray
desperately that God will help them.
Will their prayers be answered?
For sixty-eight years, Tupelo Children’s
Mansion has been answering God’s call to bring
healing and hope to families and children in
need. The need today is greater than ever before.
Will you be the hands of Jesus and answer
their prayers today?
Your gift will help us to provide a sheltering
environment for some precious children who
- through no fault of their own - have found
themselves deprived of the love that every child
longs for and deserves. As I write this, several
new children are settling into their new home
at the Mansion and adjusting to their new
surroundings.
A sibling group of four just arrived here
a few days ago from dire and threatening
circumstances. I’m sure you understand that I
can’t share all the heartbreaking details.
Your generous gift of $25, $50, $100,
$250, or whatever you can afford, will help us
save another child that is in need of a safe place
and a loving home like the Mansion.
Will you be the answer to someone’s prayer
today?
Please give today by giving online at www.
mansionkids.org or by scanning this QR code.
Thank you in advance for answering a prayer
with your gift. You are helping a child overcome
the past and giving hope for a brighter future!

Rev. Joe Cooney - Missionary to Ireland, Part I
Interviewed By William Turner
While still relatively new to the Apostolic faith, Joe Cooney,
raised by a single, Irish Catholic, immigrant mother, received
his call to global missions in his first semester at Indiana Bible
College during a January Missions Conference in 1998. UPCI
Missionary to Africa Ted Grosbach was the speaker.
Joe’s mother was still a devout Catholic when her son,
recently honorably discharged from the U.S. Air Force, responded to an invitation from a high school friend to attend a
store-front Apostolic church in Columbus, Ohio. Within a few
weeks of Bible studies, he was baptized in Jesus’ name and
filled with the Holy Ghost. It would be some years before his
Joe Cooney and Family
mother would experience her own New Birth, but she and her
son remained close. He developed a warm relationship with his father later in his life.
After an inconsistent start in his newly found faith, and a brief and unhappy return to a
life in the world among old friends, he finally made a full surrender to the Lord a year before
enrolling at IBC. “I spent three months weeping and thanking God for never giving up on
me,” he said. Later that year, still in his early twenties and about to receive a promotion in
his sales job that would have added nearly $3,000 to his monthly income, the Lord began
to deal with him about attending Bible college. He ultimately decided to visit IBC during the
Christmas break in 1997.
“I took off from work and drove three and a half hours from Columbus to Indianapolis.
Halfway to IBC, the Holy Ghost moved on me in my car, and I wept the entire last one and
a half hours. When I arrived, I had no doubt it was where God was calling me to be.”
Lessons Learned at IBC For Missions Preparation
“When I came to IBC, I literally knew no Bible or doctrine, so I was taking EVERYTHING on board all at once. There wasn’t a ‘missions program’ at that time,” he said. “I
would make myself available for ministry trips, chapel services, choir, Chorale, drama club,
Student Council President my junior and senior years, tent revivals, outreach, Bible studies, and any preaching opportunities that would open for me. I worked a whole summer in
New York City at Oneness Rehoboth Apostolic Church. I challenged myself and took harder
subjects because I was blessed to have theologians like David Norris and Talmadge French
and the scholars at IBC at that time who really stretched our minds and thinking. These
amazing experiences in and out of class all prepared me for missions ministry.”
Confirmation of His Missionary Call
“I didn’t attend IBC for a degree, even though I ended up getting one,” he said, graduating in 2001 with a Bachelor of Theology, “but to learn and discover why the Lord had
called me there. I was completely open to doing whatever God wanted me to do. I had no
restrictions, no parameters, and no limitations of what He might desire from me.”
He felt the Lord had clearly spoken to him about a call to global missions in that
missions conference during his first semester, but he determined he would say nothing to
anyone about it until he had received a clear direction from the Lord as to where he was
to go. That is why a later phone conversation statement from his Irish Catholic mother
was so astonishing.
“One day my mother called me just to talk while I was at IBC,” he said. “This was
before she was saved, not Spirit-filled, and still Catholic. While we were conversing, she said
the Lord had spoken to her. My mother never talked like this, so this was very strange. I
asked her, ‘Do you mean He spoke to your heart, or how, exactly, did He speak to you?’
“She replied, ‘He asked me if you were to go overseas, would I support you?’ I literally
pulled the phone away from my head thinking, ‘How in the world does she know God’s
called me into missions?’ This was, of course, a confirmation from God to me, letting me
know once again that He was calling me to be a missionary. I asked her what she said to
God, and she responded in her Irish accent, ‘Well, of course, I said I would.’ It taught me
something valuable that day: always have your ears and heart open. God is always speaking
through people, and in ways we may easily disregard and deem unimportant, and at times,
it’s the ones we least expect who speak to us on God’s behalf.”
Next Issue — The Challenges of Life and Ministry in Northern and Southern Ireland
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Plainly Speaking

Interviewed By Charlotte L. Pound

Bro. Wells, briefly tell
us about yourself, your
ministry, and where you
attend church.
I have worked for
the past sixteen years as
a Licensed Mental Health
Counselor in Brevard
County, Florida. Prior to
that, I worked for the U.S.
Courts MD/FL for thirty
Joel Wells
years as a U.S. Probation
Titusville, FL
Officer. I am the Deliverance
Ministry Director and Mental Health Counselor
at my church in Titusville, Florida. I am a “soulwinning agent” on a mission of conversion, who
is using his cover as a mental health counselor to
accomplish this. I attend Path Apostolic Church
in Titusville, Florida, pastored by Jody Wells, my
oldest son.
Historically, Apostolic pastors do their own
counseling. Do you feel that this is changing?
Whether this trend is changing within
Apostolic churches, I cannot say, but it needs
to change. The need for professional Apostolic
counselors in our churches is vital because
90% of the time, the primary counselor for the
church is the pastor. Pastors are the first choice
of people seeking counseling, which includes
psychiatrists, therapists, and medical doctors.
Secondly, many perceive mental health issues
as spiritual problems. Finally, there may be no
one else to turn to in a church. My pastor is
among those in our ranks who agree with me.
Quoting excerpts from the Forward to my book,
The Overlooked, one pastor said, “If there is one
thing I have learned in pastoring, it is that I need
help! The sheer volume and diversity of hurting,
troubled people have eliminated the jack-of-alltrades pastor…” The counselor’s ability, with
the guidance of the Spirit, is to discern latent
challenges and offer tools to overcome them.
These have been invaluable to our church.
Are we seeing an increase in mental
health problems in society, as a whole, and by
extension, in Apostolic churches?
A sample of recent statistics regarding
mental health problems in the U.S reveals
that major depression in youth has increased
4.35% over the past six years. The number of
adults experiencing a mental illness is up 1.5
million over the last year. 37% of the people in
a September 2020 survey reported moderate
to high levels of suicidal ideation. People
seeking help with anxiety and depression
have skyrocketed by 93% in 2019. Alcohol
consumption among adults over age thirty is
up by 14%, and up by 41% among women in
the past year. In addition, since the pandemic

began, there has been a significant increase
in suicides, domestic violence, child
molestation, and viewing of pornography,
to name a few. It is naïve to think that a
similar pattern in mental health issues is not
prevalent in the church.
In the gospels and the book of Acts,
emphasis is made on “casting out demons”
in addition to healing the sick. Why don’t we
see more of this activity in today’s world?
Mark 16:17 makes it abundantly clear
that, as “believers,” we will cast out devils
in His name. Also, Jesus said we would do
greater things, but it is up to us as a church
body to submit to the Holy Ghost and be His
hands, His feet, and His voice to accomplish
this. In chapter five of The Overlooked, I
address “Deliverance.” Included is an example
of a woman delivered from a suicidal spirit
after a morning service, and testimonies of
two Apostolic, Holy-Ghost-filled clients who
desired deliverance from oppressive spirits
and received it. Deliverance was then followed
up with counseling to help “renew their
minds” as Paul exhorted in Romans 12:2.
A surprising but true fact is that receiving
the Holy Ghost does not instantly heal the
wounds and brokenness of the past which
opened that individual up to drugs, alcohol,
and oppressive spirits like depression or
anxiety. Counseling is a way for this healing
to take place. Deliverance is a major ministry
in our church, but it begins with salvation,
discipleship, and when needed, deliverance
and counseling.
What, if any, illnesses are the result of
demon activity?
I do not believe that most physical and
emotional illnesses are caused by demons.
Most are the result of sin and iniquity. To
say that diabetes, heart disease, cancer,
multiple sclerosis, and even the coronavirus
are caused by demons is careless. The same
goes for mental illness. Schizophrenia,
Autism, and Bipolar Disorder are among
mental disorders that are likely inherited or
the result of changes in brain chemistry, yet
those suffering from these illnesses may be
oppressed by demons due to their emotional
response to their disorder. That is where
deliverance and/or counseling is needed.
But they may not seek this because they are
afraid to divulge their pain for fear of being
branded as demon-possessed or “not spiritual
enough.” This is not supposition, as I have
counseled church members who told me
that they would never tell anyone about their
issues other than their pastor or me, for fear
of what people would say. A minister spoke

with me after losing fifteen pounds over two
weeks’ time due to anxiety, but he would not
take prescribed medication because he felt that
it would show a lack of faith. Michael Lyles, a
Christian psychiatrist, revealed that his average
patient is more comfortable asking for prayer
for cancer than requesting prayer for their
mental or emotional struggle.
Where can a trained, Apostolic counselor
be the greatest help to hurting people?
Providing mental health and addictions
counseling for individuals inside and outside
the church has been my focus with the goal of
helping them make it to heaven. My role is to
provide them with “tools” to work with, which
include Scripture, an understanding of how
the brain functions, and proven therapeutic
methods God has granted us to use. However,
I believe the most effective role of an Apostolic
mental health counselor is to join with their
pastor in creating a Deliverance Ministry that
empowers the saints on their pew to walk
alongside hurting and broken individuals
attending a church.
What is the best way for an Apostolic
counselor to practice? In-person? Via
FaceTime? Fly to the individuals’ locations?
I have done all of these. As a result of the
pandemic, using a secure telemedicine site has
become popular. Health insurance companies
have encouraged this. I am utilizing this method
with about one-third of my clients. Flying to a
location is usually short-term and not likely to
be productive unless there is follow-up.
Tell us about your book and its purpose.
What topics are covered?
The Overlooked: Ministering Grace to a
Broken World was inspired by Luke 14:21.
It is about making the gospel available to the
overlooked people in our communities who
have mental health diagnoses, emotional
problems, marital/family issues, and addictions.
This book will equip pastors, counselors, and
lay workers for the overlooked who will be the
fruit of the end-time revival. Topics discussed
include the church’s scorecard; demonic
possession; alcohol and drug addiction;
pornography and sexual addiction; cyber habits;
premarital, marital, and family counseling;
trauma counseling; and laity counseling.
What is the price and how can our readers
order your book?
The hardcover book is available at the
Pentecostal Publishing House for $15.99 and
the e-book is $9.99. For more information
or questions, email joelwells4@aol.com, or
telephone at (321) 432-8295.
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apostolic

alendar

event

Sept 9-10

Mid-America Renewal Conference (MARC)
Calvary Tabernacle
Indianapolis, Indiana - A power-packed preach- 902 Fletcher Ave.
ing conference in the heart of the Midwest.
Indianapolis, IN 46203

Sept 2225

Indiana Bible College REALITY
IBC REALITY is designed to force students
beyond the comfort of the sanctuary and
into the discomfort of the REALITY of sin and
brokennness in the surrounding community.
UPCI Day of Prayer - World Network of Prayer
Our mission is to promote and engage people
in fervent prayer and to provide effective prayer
support for UPCI leaders, constituents, and others worldwide.

Indiana Bible College
1502 E. Sumner Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Oct 1

CMI - Awakening Registration Available
The Virtual Conference for Apostolic Campus
Ministers

This event will be held
online.

Oct 5-8

UPCI General Conference 2021
Indiana Convention Ctr Speakers for this conference
Don’t miss this incredible gathering of apostolic 100 S Capitol Ave
will be announced closer to
ministers and acquaintances worldwide.
Indianapolis, IN 46225 the event date.

Sept 29

location

This event will be held
worldwide.

speakers

/

date

notes

2021

contact

/

info

Joshua B. Carson, Doug
White, Gary Keller, Aaron &
Cindy Bounds, Tim & Stacy
Gaddy, Jason & Valerie
Staten, Scott Graham, James
Wilson, Wayne Huntley
Several singing groups from
IBC will be featured at a local
block party at 902 Fletcher
Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46203.

ibc@apostolic.edu
indianabiblecollege.org
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 514-8069

The World Network of
Prayer is a community that
serves as a resource center
to involve individuals and
churches in prayer ministry
to support the UPCI.
Aaron Soto, Lindsi Walker,
Mike McGurk, Kaleb Saucer

Visit www.worldnetworkofprayer.com for
more information.

Visit www.
indianabiblecollege.org
for more details.

Visit www.upciyouth.
com/events for more
information.
Visit www.upcigc.net for
more information.

Oct 20-23 Winds Conference
A conference with a powerful apostolic atmosphere to empower and equip young ministers
and millennials.
Oct 29-30 STX UPCI Men’s Conference
Come for a time of refreshing worship and the
Word at the South Texas United Pentecostal
Church Men’s Conference
Nov 1
AYC Online Applications Available
Apostolic Youth Corps is a branch of UPCI Youth
Ministries.

East Wind Pentecostal
Church
1021 Emerson Dr. NE
Palm Bay, FL 32907
Bethel Tabernacle
1020 FM 1960
Houston, TX 77073

Jerry Jones, Victor Jackson,
Josh Carson, Aaron Bounds,
Mark Brown, Joel Urshan,
and many more.
Speakers for this conference
will be announced closer to
the event date.

Destinations will be
announced closer to
the event date.

AYC North American trips
Visit www.apostolicyoare open to applicants 15-35 uthcorps.com for more
years of age.
information.

Nov 12

1502 E. Sumner Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Come anticipating an
Visit www.
exciting semester at Indiana indianabiblecollege.org
Bible College!
for more information.

Steeple Hill Christian
Life Center
9000 W 87th St.
Hickory Hills, IL 60464

Nathaniel Haney, Tim
Gaddy, Oscar Borrero and
Music by Thomas Trimble

Pastor Bob Miroballi
708-330-5252
Visit www.chicagolandmensconference.com for
further information

Churches nationwide
will participate in this
offering.

Every church should set a
special day to bring their
best offering to Jesus. The
official date is December
20, 2020, but can be altered
according to the local need.
Speakers for this
conference will be
announced closer to the
event date.

Visit www.christmasforchrist.faith for more
information.

IBC Application Deadline - Spring 2022
Don’t forget to submit your application early!

Nov 12-13 Chicagoland Men’s Conference
Our goal is to continue to be a meeting that
men can gather from all over our fellowship
to be strengthened, renewed, inspired and
blessed to become better godly men, husbands
and fathers.
Dec 19
Christmas for Christ Offering
Christmas for Christ is an annual offering received during the Christmas season that supports church planters in North America. Our
goal is to raise $6 million dollars.
Feb 24-26 Winterfire Conference
2022
WinterFire is where action is birthed from
revelation. Every leadership team will leave
renewed and empowered! It is the place where
those who pour out every week in ministry are
poured into. Be a part of WinterFire 2022 to be
challenged, encouraged, and instructed by the
Word of God.
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First Cathedral
1151 Blue Hills Avenue
Bloomfield, CT 06002

Visit www.WindsConference.com for more
information.
Visit www.stxupci.com
for more information.

Visit www.winterfire.org
for more information.

Answer Forum

Church Today: Which Wall am I Building?
Theology

Church Today

bkillmon@go2ibc.com

jgallion@go2ibc.com

If we believe that God wrote Scripture, why do
certain passages attribute it to human writers like
Moses?

Which Wall am I Building?
We spend much time worrying about certain
things in our culture. We are worried about what
our Facebook looks like. We are worried about what
Jason Gallion
our car looks like. We are worried about what our
suits look like. Or at least, that is what we choose to worry about. We
may not necessarily worry about what things in the spiritual realm
look like. We may not really worry about how carnal we are on the
inside. We might also spend time worrying about how well we can
“fake it” on the outside. If we can come to church and walk by our
brothers and sisters without them pulling us aside to ask us how
we’re doing, then we can convince ourselves that we really “have it all
together” on our own.
Allow me to sound a reminder that God sees our hearts, and He
also sees the intents of our hearts. The Word of God has the power
to penetrate through any fakery in the human heart. It is sharper
than any two-edged sword. We may not feel entirely comfortable
with it. We can even try to build a wall up to it in our response in our
hearts. Contrary to the wall that God asked Nehemiah to build at the
return from the exile, this is not a wall of sacrifice, nor is it a wall of
commitment. It is a wall of resistance, as we are really telling God,
“No, not in here. I am too content with where I am at. I will just keep
going on and doing the things I always do.”
Apostolics must recognize that this response puts us on a path to
destruction. If we listen closely, we may hear the Holy Ghost saying,
“Come on; you need to realign yourselves.” He may be telling us to
stop building the wrong walls, and to stop praying for God to use
somebody else to rebuild the right wall - the wall that defends God’s
truth and righteousness.
I pray that there would be a spirit of Nehemiah that rises up in
this generation. Every morning that we get up, let us remember these
basic truths: it is not about having the perfect hair, the perfect dress,
and the perfect presentation that we may try to create in our flesh. It
is not about how God fits into our plans, but rather, how we fit into
God’s plan. As long as we are being led by the Holy Ghost to defend
the truth of His Word and covenant, success and victory will be ours
through His Spirit.
I pray that we would be so overcome by a burden from the
Lord, that we couldn’t get out of bed and go to work until we got
in the prayer room and began to pour our hearts out to God. That
we couldn’t even go to work and make our money to pay our bills
until we got desperate with God and said, “God lead me, help my
ministry,” because that is what we need! We need men and women of
God who are going to fearlessly stand up and rise to the occasion of
this culture war, with the understanding that the victory will ultimately
be won by the power of the Holy Ghost alone.

Church Growth
tmassengale@apostolic.edu

If you’re wanting to
see your church grow, it
is critical to examine the
elements of church growth
success. The key elememts
of church growth are:
1) Build a ministry
T. W. Massengale
team. Use the pattern that
Christ gave us, who spent
most of His time building a ministry team. Even
though they failed Him often, He continued to
teach, train, develop and encourage.
2) Market your church and the gospel.
“Buy the truth and sell it not!” Focus on the
most successful methods of evangelism: church
visitors, effective visitor follow-up, home Bible
study, personal witnessing, bus ministry, and
new convert care.

This is a great little question regarding the
authority of Scripture compared with the internal
witness of Scripture itself. How can we trust the Bible as divine in
origin, down to the very letters, if Scripture’s own internal witness
contradicts itself? Did the human writers of Scripture become
automation of divine dictation of a sort? Or did the personalities,
not limitations, of the human writers get included somehow as God
directed? These are the two most consistent opposite views that take
the Bible’s own claims consistently.
The Apostolic view of inspiration is described by the Apostle
Peter in 1 Pet. 1:21: “For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” Further, this view of inspiration is not a NT doctrine
alone that the Apostle Peter or Paul came up with. The OT’s own
descriptions demonstrate that the very words of the OT are God’s, yet
it also shows the participatory actions of human writers. Ex. 31:18
and Ex. 32:15-16 show the 10 commandments being written by “the
finger of God” and the writing was “the writing of God.” So the OT
Scripture claims divine inspiration.
Even the second set of tablets was a result of cooperation
between Moses and God (Ex. 34:1). However, when Moses prepares
the second set, Scripture is even more clear in Ex. 34:28b: “…
he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten
commandments.” The subject of the verb “wrote,” like the preceding
three verbs, and seems clearly to be Moses. Critics claim this verse
contradicts God’s command in 34:1. Some conservative scholars
attempt to avoid this “problem” by arguing that the real subject of
the verb “write” in 34:28 must be God, even though the Hebrew
grammar does not indicate a change in subject.
How do we make sense of Scripture’s own witness of itself?
A straightforward reading of Ex. 34:1 shows that the second set of
tablets involved both Moses (who carved them and wrote all night)
and God (who said He’d write on them). Scripture simply shows us
that human beings participated in the recording of the OT as directed
by God. The authority and very details of the commands that came
from Sinai were divine and were, therefore, God’s revelation inscribed
through the human instrument.
Isn’t it powerful to know that both the OT and the NT hold the
same view of inspiration? The Apostolic view of Scripture is confirmed
by the Exodus account. It is then named explicitly by the Apostles in
the NT. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
(1 Pet. 1:21) What a beautiful truth from the entirety of Scripture!
Bobby Killmon

3) Invite visitors to hear the preached the
Word of God. 100% of your new converts
will come from your visitors. Make your
church the friendliest and most exciting
church in town.
4) Follow-up on your visitors. 96% of
all who receive the Holy Ghost come three
to five times before they receive it. So you
must get your visitors to return. Telephone
them, send a letter, put them on a mailing list
and send them intivitations regularly. Most
importantly, visit them at their home.
5) Train Home Bible Study (HBS)
teachers. Make HBS a major ministry in your
church. How? Appoint an HBS director.
Promote it often and creatively. Train your
teachers several times a year, especially your
new converts.
6) Train your saints why and how
to witness. At least once a year, teach a
soul-winning seminar series on Bible study

night. Motivate and encourage your saints to
witness and invite regularly by using Constant
Contact Consciousness (CCC).
7) Start a bus, van, or car ministry.
Reach for the souls of children. Do not focus
on numbers; focus on evangelism. Those
bus children must receive the Holy Ghost.
Evangelize the home using the concepts of
Parent-Reach. Bus ministry will bring you
new families every year if you will reach for
the hearts of both children and parents.
8) Make new convert care a top priority.
Appoint a New Convert Care director.
Follow-up on every baptism and Holy Ghost
recipient with New Life Counseling. Stress
the importance of your Sunday morning New
Life Class, and take roll on every convert in
every service.
For a detailed explanation of these key
steps, please call 317-781-7712 to purchase
the Total Church Growth materials.
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY

7PM • SERVICE
/ Rev. Joshua B. Carson
/ Rev. Doug White

10AM • FORUM
/ Rev. Gary Keller (moderator)
/ Rev. Aaron & Cindy Bounds
/ Rev. Tim & Stacy Gaddy
/ Rev. Jason & Valerie Staten
11:30AM • SERVICE
/ Rev. Scott Graham

calvarytabindy.com
@calvarytabindy
317-262-4030

7PM • SERVICE
/ Rev. James Wilson
/ Rev. Wayne Huntley

Spiritual Growth



www.carolclemans.org – Certified Pastoral Counselor 29 yrs./
Bible teacher 60 yrs./counseling (636) 448-0121. Join: www.
patreon.com/carolclemans. Mins. Ref: Pastor Daniel Batchelor,
Dupo, IL.

Accounting & Tax

Are You Protected?
Despite the interruptions
to business as usual over the
last eighteen months, it is still
critical that churches maintain
Delano Sherley policies and procedures
that assure a proper level
of control over church assets, especially cash.
Proper controls protect both the church from
theft and the staff and volunteers from any false
allegations of wrongdoing. It is not a matter of
ibc perspectives -

Identity and Scripture

VickieHodgesSharingLife@gmail.com

carol@carolclemans.org

Relational Growth: Are You
Loving Others? Do You Feel
Loved?
John 13:35, “By this
all will know that you are
Carol Clemans
My disciples, if you have love
for one another.” Love is an action word.
How do we know that God is love? Because
He was willing to come in flesh and die on
the cross for the payment of our sins.
In the busyness of our lives, it is easy
to say, “I love you.” God told us if we love
Him, we will keep His commandments. Love
demonstrated is what we all need and is what
we all should do as unto the Lord!
Hurting, lonely people are all around
us, even in the church. Singles, divorced,
widows/ers, people without families, people
with painful families, feeling unloved and
unwanted. Oh, yes, they are saved, but
hurting because of life’s events. Do we pay
attention to those needing unconditional love,
or are we too selfishly busy to show real love?
God tells us to weep with those who
weep and rejoice with those who rejoice.
Most only feel comfortable in the rejoicing.
I’m writing from the heart of a counselor
and the heart of aloneness that can seem
overwhelming at times.
Many times in life I have imagined what it
would be like when others became widows, or
other family members have died, etc.; then, I
stepped forward, showing love through phone
calls, notes, visits, invitations, small gifts, etc.
I had not ‘walked their road’ before, but I was
willing to walk with them and just be there
and listen to their stories long after the event.
Sometimes family members are not willing to
show/give unconditional love because it is too
inconvenient!
1 Cor. 13:4, “Love suffers long and
is kind; love does not envy; love does not
parade itself, is not puffed up; does not
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not
provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.
We are the Body of Christ. We are
to show His love by loving others through
action, especially our own family! I pray when
you love others, you will reap what you sow!
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What Is, Does Not Have to Be
There are so many times
when life’s circumstances and
situations get entirely out of
hand. Unbelief creeps in and
Vickie Hodges
begins to laugh at God’s Word.
These are the times we need to lay hold of
every ounce of faith that is within us and
declare that we will walk by faith and not by
sight. It does not matter what our eyes see. It
does not matter what it is or what it looks like.
“What is, does not have to be.”
First, what miracle do we encounter in
Gadara in Mark 5:1-20? We see a demoniac
who is 1) living among the tombs; 2) tormented by thousands of demons; and 3) uncontrollable as well as unrestrainable. What happens
to this demon-possessed man? Jesus casts
out the demons and this demoniac maniac
becomes a missionary. “What is, does not
have to be!”
Next, we witness a woman touching the
hem of Jesus’ garment in Mark 5:25-34. We
know this woman is 1) sick with an incurable
hemorrhage; 2) penniless because she has
spent all her earnings on physicians; and 3)
restricted from her religious and social life due
to her unclean condition. What happens to
this woman? She receives an instant physical
as well as spiritual healing in her body. So,
you see, “what is, does not have to be!”
Last, we find Jairus asking Jesus to heal
his daughter in Mark 5:21-24; 35-43. Jairus
is 1) a ruler of a Galilee synagogue; 2) a father
who just receives news that his twelve-yearold daughter is dead; and 3) is desperate for
Jesus to heal his daughter. When Jairus hears
the news that his daughter is already dead,
we can only imagine how his faith must have
plummeted to the ground. But Jesus encourages Jairus to keep on believing! Then, Jesus
heals Jairus’s daughter and instructs them to
give her something to eat. “What is, does not
have to be!”
Hold on to your faith and trust in God
with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength.
Then, when those turbulent circumstances of
life arise, we can give a resounding shout and
remind ourselves that “what is, does not have
to be!”
Vickie Hodges is a UPCI licensed minister with 35 years
experience in Early Childhood Education and Brain
Development Research. She is the author of LIFE (Living In
Freedom EVERYDAY) Recovery Series. Vickie is a trainer and
a speaker at seminars, retreats, conferences and universities.
She can be reached at VickieHodgesSharingLIFE@gmail.com
or (281) 489-0055.

IF someone would violate the church’s trust
and embezzle funds, but COULD they do so
as the result of weak internal controls? Here
are some basic guidelines:
1. Lock all collections in a fire-proof
safe until two or three unrelated people can
count the money together.
2. Collections should not be taken offsite to be counted.
3. All cash (both loose and in
envelopes) should be recorded on a “Receipts
Record,” and each counter should sign
the form to indicate that they agree to the
amount counted.
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Forum
Columnist
Relationships 201
www.dsministries.com

Responding to False
Accusations
Have you ever been accused incorrectly? Of course,
you have. It started early on in
life when your parents accused
Daniel Sirstad
you of making a mess. In reality, it was your sibling, a neighborhood friend,
or the family pet. But you were accused, and
you had to clean it up. Do you remember how
you responded?
Getting accused falsely happens throughout life. It is doubtful that anyone is immune to
false accusations. From the beginning of time,
people have been pointing fingers at each
other. How should we respond when we are
wrongfully accused?
Let’s consider Hannah as an example. Eli
was the High Priest in Israel. He was the “General Superintendent” of the day. Hannah was
the wife of a “certain man” whose name was
Elkanah. They were average, faithful “churchgoers,” it seems.
Hannah, for years, was distressed about
being barren. She did not know that the Lord
had caused her barrenness. We know that, but
she didn’t. Year after year, Hannah wept before
God in the house of the Lord.
One time, the preacher was watching her
pray in great agony. Then, Eli accused her of
being drunk and told her to stop drinking. You
can read her complete response in 1 Samuel
1:15-16. Hannah was respectful. She explained what the actual situation was. Hannah
did not get up and stomp out of the church
house. She did not get her husband to defend
her honor. Hannah did not get defensive. Hannah humbled herself before God and man.
The result was Samuel. I believe Hannah
would never have had Samuel if she had responded to the false accusation any other way.
She would not have received her miracle if she
had replied with anger or in kind.
How many times do we miss our blessing
by responding to incorrect allegations incorrectly? Whether it’s the preacher, a spouse,
a family member, a friend, or someone you
admire. Next time you get wrongfully accused
of something, remember Hannah.
Eli never did apologize, either. And, years
later, Hannah blessed Eli with her blessing.
Amazing!
Dr. Daniel Sirstad is a UPCI ordained minister and has a
PhD in Clinical Pastoral Counseling. As the Executive Director
of DayStar Ministries, Dr. Sirstad travels extensively teaching
and preaching on relational subjects. He counsels for many
congregations throughout North America using HIPAAcompliant video technology. dsirstad@dsministries.com

4. The deposit should be taken to the
bank as soon as possible.
5. Verify that the deposit and the
“receipts records” match, thus verifying that
all monies counted equals the amount of the
weekly deposit.
For a checklist of these and other
internal control issues, please email us at the
email below.
Delano Sherley is a CPA and president of Delano Sherley
& Associates, Inc. He can be reached at 513-737-1314. Delano
Sherley & Associates, Inc., 8366 Princeton-Glendale Rd., Suite
B5, West Chester, OH 45069. Email: Delano@dsacpainc.com
Website: www.dsacpainc.com

an apostolic eye on events
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SOCIAL TRENDS

Antifa Throws Flash Bombs
at Children, Injures Pastor at
Portland Prayer Event

AMA Urges Removal of Sex From
All Birth Certificates: “No Clear
Standard” for Sex of Child
The American Medical
Association is recommending the
removal of sex from birth certificates
in a move it
says will prevent
discrimination
based on gender
identity but
that critics say
is anti-science.
The AMA
this summer
said it would
“advocate for the removal of sex as
a legal designation on the public
portion of the birth certificate.” The
current policy of placing a baby’s
sex on a birth certificate, the AMA
said, “perpetuates a view that it is
immutable and fails to recognize the
medical spectrum of gender identity.”
“While there is no clear
standard for defining sex designation,
it is typically determined at birth by
a child’s physician or parents based
on external genitalia,” the AMA
said. “... Gender is a social construct
that describes the way persons selfidentify or express themselves. A
person’s gender identity may not
always be exclusively male or female
and may not always correspond with
their sex assigned at birth.” The
recommendation passed the AMA’s
House of Delegates, which is the
policy-making body of the American
Medical Association.
In order to “protect
individual privacy and to prevent
discrimination, U.S. jurisdictions
should remove sex designation on
the birth certificate,” it concluded.

Court Orders Boy to Stay With
Mother who Says He Is a Girl,
Gives Father Limited Visitation

A court in Texas has ruled that a
boy at the center of a custody battle
will temporarily live with his mother,
who wants to have him undergo a
gender transition to look more like a
girl, while the father, who opposes it,
will only be allowed limited visitation.
For the past couple of years, Jeff
Younger and his ex-wife, Anne Georgulas — a pediatrician in Coppell,
Texas, and non-biological mother of
James — have fought over who has
custody over their son, James, whom
Georgulas calls “Luna” and wants to
see transitioned into a girl.
In a memorandum ruling, Judge
Mary Brown ruled against Younger,
citing his purported “unwillingness or
inability to follow the order designed
to serve the best interests of the children,” sparking much online criticism.

World News

trends

Mike Pence, Conservative Governors
Call on SCOTUS to Overturn Roe v. Wade
Former Vice President Mike Pence and several conservative
governors across the nation are calling on the U.S. Supreme
Court to uphold a Mississippi abortion ban and overturn the
1973 landmark decision of Roe v. Wade.
Last week, as Christian Headlines reported, Mississippi
Attorney General Lynn Fitch filed an amicus brief to the nation’s
highest court, arguing that Roe and other decisions were
“egregiously wrong” and should be overturned.
Fitch is also urging the Supreme Court to uphold a
Mississippi law that is being challenged in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization. The law bans abortions after
fifteen weeks of pregnancy development.
According to Premier Christian News, Pence’s advocacy
group, Advancing American Freedom, joined the Minnesota
Family Council, The Family Leader (Iowa), Center for Political
Renewal, Family Heritage Alliance and Nebraska Family Alliance
in filing a brief in support of the Mississippi abortion ban.
“Societal developments since Roe and Casey were decided
indicate that this court’s disregard for the value of human
life, and its minimization of society’s fundamental interest in
protecting unborn children, has in fact substantially harmed
people’s ‘views of themselves and their places in society,’” the
brief said, according to an AAF statement.
In April, Pence launched the AAF as a means to propose
conservative policy solutions, as seen throughout the Trump
administration. The brief is supposed to be the first significant
policy proposal made by the group.
Several other conservative organizations have also filed
amicus briefs in support of the abortion ban.
The Supreme Court will consider these briefs “friendof-the-court” briefs in hopes that it would influence the 6-3
conservative majority on the court.
A coalition of eleven Republican governors have also filed
a joint brief calling on the Supreme Court to overturn Roe
v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey. In the brief, the
governors contend that the court’s ruling overextends federal
power and should leave decisions regarding abortion up to the
state legislature.
Signers of the brief include Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis,
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, and Republican governors from
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Missouri,
Montana, Oklahoma and Texas.
Additional briefs have been filed by Senators Josh Hawley,
Ted Cruz and Mike Lee, along with a coalition of 230 members
of Congress.

NEWS IN BRIEF
n Archaeologists in Israel say
they have uncovered physical
e v idence i n Jer usalem of
an ear thquake that str uck
during the divided kingdom
and after the reigns of David
and Solomon, mentioned in
Zechariah 14:5 and Amos 1:1.
Recent excavations in City of
David National Park revealed a
“layer of destruction from when
the building’s walls collapsed,”
including shat tered vessels,

bowls, and jars, the Israel
Antiquities Authority announced
on its Facebook page.
n A central Texas city, Eastland,
located 90 miles southwest of
For th Wor th, became the
30th active jurisdiction in
the state to ban abortion and
declare itself a “sanctuary
city for the unborn” when its
commissioners unanimously
passed an ordinance
prohibiting the procedure.
ibc perspectives -

Dozens of black-clad Antifa
militants carrying shields and melee
weapons on Saturday assaulted
Christians,
including
children, who
were attending
a prayer and
worship event
in downtown
Portland,
Oregon, featuring
Canadian Pastor Artur Pawlowski.
Portland police looked on as
Antifa bear-sprayed Christians and their
children, lobbed “flash bombs” into the
crowd, and reportedly threw the sound
equipment being used for the prayer
event into the Willamette River, PJ
Media reported.
In black bloc and riot gear,
armed Antifa could be seen in a video
physically confronting the Christian
attendees. One of the members sprayed
a congregant with what appeared to be
pepper spray. The attendees stepped
back to evade the assault, The Post
Millennial reported. “Where is your God
now?” one of the Antifa members can
be heard shouting in the video.
A woman attending the prayer
event described the group as “ruthless.”
“Antifa just rolled in like an angry
mob, started throwing flash bombs
at everybody, macing everybody ...
rotten eggs,” CBN News quoted her as
saying. “They threw a flash bomb into
a group of kids that were out there from
four months old to ten [years old],” the
attendee described.
LEGAL TRENDS

US Street Preacher Arrested in
London Says Speaking Truth is
Now a ‘Hate Crime’
After facing arrest and detention
for preaching that homosexuality is a
sin, an American evangelist is warning
that “things are getting very bad”
in the United Kingdom and other
Western countries, suggesting that the
situation has deteriorated to the point
where they are “becoming communist.”
Ryan Schiavo, who describes
himself as an “evangelist and
missionary,” was arrested in London
for preaching that homosexuality is a
sin. While Schiavo is an American, he
spends a considerable amount of time
in London and frequently ministers to
British youth and others gathered in
the public square.
Schiavo is not the only street
evangelist to face legal consequences
for sharing Christian teachings about
marriage and homosexuality to the
public, as in the case of John Sherwood.
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IBC TODAY
INDIANA BIBLE COLLEGE SEES MAJOR CAMPUS RENOVATIONS
Over the summer, the Indiana Bible College
campus has undergone a series of building
improvement projects. One of the largest and
most visible of these projects began with the
exterior. Painting contractors began to power
wash, tape off, prime, and finally paint the outside
of the building. In the final stages of this project,
metal trim, railing, and the iconic “Indiana Bible
College” and “1502” lettering have been painted
with black accent colors against the clean paint.
In addition to fresh paint, new concrete was
laid in the form of a stairway, a new external
patio, and in key entry
areas. On the inside of the
building, maintenance
crews have been stripping
and waxing tile floors
throughout the main
campus. This includes
each of the hallways, the
student lobby, and the
girls’ dormitory.
Beyond maintenance
of the physical building,
Indiana Bible College
has been developing a
restructured curriculum
and shooting video
lectures to become part
of the Online Learning program. A preview of
online lecture material was made available for
free through the Online Apostolic Doctrine
Workshop. This free workshop included ten
sessions mirroring several courses within the

Online Learning program. These lectures were
captured using newly acquired high-quality
cameras. These lectures will start to be integrated
into the Online Learning program. For more
information about the Online Learning program,
visit indianabiblecollege.online. If you would
like to view example sessions from the Online
Apostolic Doctrine Workshop and view sessions
like Soteriology with Rev. Bobby J. Killmon,
Theology of Leadership with Rev. Jason D.
Gallion, Book of Acts with Rev. Joshua B. Carson,
and several others, we are offering special
access to the readers of IBC Perspectives. Visit
go2ibc.com/perspectivespreview to access these
premium lectures!
Indiana Bible College is looking forward to
a strong incoming freshmen class. We estimate
115 incoming freshmen and 250 total on-campus
students, not including part-time/off-campus,
IBC en Español, or
Online Learning students.
Indiana Bible College is
moving forward under
the vision of President
and Pastor of Calvary
Tabernacle, Joshua B.
Carson. While many new
and exciting changes are
happening, our mission
remains the same: to train
tomorrow’s Apostolic
leaders and instill within
them a deep love and
commitment to truth.

Submitted by Gregg Stone

For about the past year and a half, a voice has been
speaking louder than it ever has before. It began to speak
of issues such as fear, destruction, anxiety, depression, and
division. Everything in our world has seemingly been turned
upside down. This voice coined a new phrase: “Welcome to
the new normal.” That speaks of a new way of conducting our
lives. The routine of work, school, church, and social life has
been drastically altered.
I have heard preachers, evangelists, teachers, and scholars
say, “America needs to repent, and the world needs to repent,”
and, while I agree that is true, I also believe during this time
that God has been speaking to and preparing the church. In
the last year and a half, I have heard more reports and have
seen more videos and pictures of people getting baptized,
receiving the Holy Ghost, getting out of their comfort zones,
and getting involved in the work of God than I think I have
ever seen before in my lifetime.
The New Normal
Here is what I believe God is speaking to the church:
“Welcome to your new normal!” This “new normal” is not
necessarily related to masks, social distancing, or fear, but the
new normal of Apostolic revival. I believe we are headed to a
dimension that we have never been before. I believe we are
going to see things we have never seen before. I believe we
are going to see miracles, signs, and wonders such as we have
never seen before. No, it may not be happening exactly the
way we thought it would, but it is happening, and we can all be
a part of this through three key elements: expectation, vision,
and advancement.
Growing on Purpose
2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
The word “expectation” means, “something expected
or something looked forward to.” It’s a goal that you want to
achieve. The word “vision” means “something that you see or
dream.” A vision is a practical guide for creating plans, setting
goals, and keeping you focused and working together in unity.
But for that to happen, to achieve that dream, there must be
advancement!
Growth or advancement is not accidental. It has to be on
purpose; it has to be intentional. You do not grow spiritually
on accident. Far too many times, I’ve seen people get mad
at God or blame the church because they say that “nothing
changes” in their lives. Yes, they go to the altar and pray
through, but then they go home and do the same things,
make the same bad decisions, and don’t do anything to make
necessary changes in their lives. Then, they get mad because
nothing changes. It is extremely important to remember that
whatever choices you make decide your consequences.
When you look at the caterpillar and the butterfly, you
see the results of the transformation process. Does a caterpillar have to change? No, it absolutely does not have to change.
However, a caterpillar gets to a stage in its life that it must molt
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or pupate, and if it doesn’t, it will eventually stop
eating and die. This is most commonly caused
by a deficiency or an illness. It starves to death.
By the same token, does a person have to
be spiritually transformed? No, he does not, but
if that person fails to take the necessary steps
to grow, the same thing will happen to him.
Spiritually, he will die. If you want things to be
different in your life, the number-one thing you
need to change is not someone else, your job,
your circumstances, your environment, your
relationships, or your income. That number-one
thing that must change is YOU. In fact, there
are three distinct things that God will not do for
you: 1) He will not make your decisions for you. That is
left entirely up to you. 2) God will not fix your attitude.
You have to take steps to change it. Last but not least, 3)
He will not take charge of your character. You have free
will to make your own decisions. Neither God nor the
devil can make you do anything. “The devil made me
do it” is not a valid reason for doing anything, You are a
product of your own choices.
Richard Armstrong and Edward Watkins tell the story of a biologist’s experiment with “processional caterpillars.” They are the most destructive species to pine and
cedar trees in certain parts of the world. On the rim of
a clay pot that held a plant, he lined them up so that
the leader was head-to-head with the last caterpillar.
The tiny creatures circled the rim of the pot for a full
week. Not once did any one of them break away to go
over to the plant and eat. Eventually, all caterpillars died
from exhaustion and starvation. The story of the processional caterpillars is a kind of parable of human behavior.
Too many times, people are reluctant to break away from
the rhythmic pattern of daily life. Some people don’t
change because it’s easier not to.
Metamorphosis
The process of the caterpillar and the butterfly is
quite unique, to say the least. After mating with a male,
the female butterfly must go in search of a plant on
which to lay her eggs. Because the caterpillars that will
hatch from her eggs will be very particular about what
they eat, she must be very particular in choosing a plant.
She can recognize the right plant species by its leaf color
and shape. Just to be sure, however, she may beat on the
leaf with her feet. This scratches the leaf surface, causing
a characteristic plant odor to be released. Once she
is sure she has found the correct plant species, she
will go about the business of egg-laying. When each
egg hatches, the caterpillar will start his work and
eat the leaf he was born onto. This is really important because the mother butterfly needs to
lay her eggs on the type of leaf
the caterpillar will eat.
Each caterpillar type
likes only certain types
of leaves. Since they are
tiny and cannot travel to
a new plant, the caterpillar needs to hatch on
the kind of leaf it wants
to eat. That’s powerful!
If she lays her eggs on
the wrong leaf, there
will be no reproduction and the caterpillar will die. This is
representative of the
power of the Word
of God. That’s
why we need to

Guest Pulpit
preach truth, because truth is what sustains and causes
growth. We have to build on the right foundation. With
everything that is going on in our world today, we need
to hold onto and preach the Apostolic doctrine unashamedly. This world and the diverse, evil cultures that are
rising up are not ashamed to speak their humanistic and
demonic beliefs, so, the church should not be ashamed
to speak the truth of God’s Word in love. The church
cannot be silent. The lines have been drawn in the sand;
there cannot be any more riding of the fence. If you are a
true Apostolic, the world will know it.
If you want to win souls and reproduce spiritually, you
must transform. A caterpillar cannot reproduce! Insects go
through stages, culminating in the final “image.” The adult
insect is distinguished by its precursor stages in that only it
can reproduce. So, caterpillars can totally live a long, full,
and wholesome life, but they can’t have descendants until
they transform into a butterfly or moth. Simply attending
church all our lives is not enough. An adult butterfly serves
only one purpose: to reproduce. If we want to reach the
lost, if we want to reproduce spiritually, we must transform! We must advance. We must grow. We must take the
necessary steps and develop a growth plan for our lives.
Remember, you don’t grow by accident; it must be on
purpose! Change is inevitable, but growth is optional. Not
everyone who grows old grows up.
What are you feeding yourself? When you begin to
develop positive habits, you create an atmosphere for
God to change and transform you. It is like we are allowed to grow in our own little God-made “greenhouse.”
A greenhouse is a controlled environment that offers the
best atmosphere to grow plants in. We can create an
environment around us that will enable God to work on
us, to change and transform us from the inside out. Colossians 3:10 says, “And [we] have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him
that created him.” This same theme is stated in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with open face beholding
as in a glass, the glory
of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord.”

(the church), but God loves the “out
there” too! It’s not His will that any
should perish.
The stage is set and there is no
limit on what God can do. I’m expecting something (expectation); I’ve set
my sight on it (vision); but now I must
move (advancement) toward it to see it
come to pass! In Philippians 3:13, Paul
said, “Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing
I do, forgetting those things which are
Gregg Stone
Pensacola, FL
behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before.” The world is desperate for
change, and they will do just about anything to see it happen. It
is time for us as a church to rise up and be the salt and light that
God has called us to be and transform our generation by being
transformed by our God.
Gregg Stone is an ordained minister with the UPCI. He
and his wife, Sharron, and son, Dillon, attend First Pentecostal
Church in Pensacola, Florida, where they are leaders of the Life
Connect Class on Sunday mornings. Bro. Stone is a writer for
the IBC Perspectives magazine. He is the Campus Administrator
for their church’s local Purpose Institute Campus. Bro. Stone
is also a creative designer and an artist, being in charge of set
design and construction for his church’s production of Emanuel.
He has been involved in various aspects of ministry, from taking
out the garbage, to Youth Leader, Sunday School Director, and
Assistant Pastor.

The Vision
Butterflies and
caterpillars don’t just look
different; they behave
differently, too. One lives
in trees, and the other
flies. A butterfly’s vision is
excellent and it can fly with
precision. Most importantly,
one eats leaves, and the
other solely feeds on nectar.
I believe God is calling His
church to another level. I
believe it’s time to fly, to feed
on the nectar that God has
for us. God’s vision
for the church is more
alive now than it has
ever been. We just need
to advance! Yes, it’s
a mess out there (the
world), but guess where
we live our day-to-day
lives? “Out there!” “Out
there” is revival; “out
there” is soul winning;
“out there” is advancement! I love the “in here”
ibc perspectives -
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A Tale of Three Kings - Gene Edwards
To those who have experienced pain, loss, and heartache at

Books

the hands of other believers, this compelling story offers
comfort, healing and hope.

For Preachers Only - J.T. Pugh

w o r t h

A real burden for the ministry is reflected in this book.
Topics covered include "The Preacher's Call," and "Getting
Started in the Ministry."

READING

Realign - Eugene Wilson
Realign redefines success of church leaders as the degree to
which we help others become what God wants them to be
rather than by the size of the crowd.

“Just because we have the truth and a correct systematic approach for viewing the world, this does not
excuse us from dynamic progress. Growth happens in tension and challenge. The catalysts for growth
are often fresh words and perspectives. Reading exposes us to words and thoughts that push us;
whether we agree or disagree, we must engage.” - Kevin Burzynski, IBC Director of Promotions

Apostolic Ministry

The Art Gallery: Upholding God’s Word
By Gregg Stone

Is the art to be
defined by its viewer, or
was it clearly defined by
its creator? Is truth to
be defined by the viewer,
or has truth been clearly
defined by the Creator?
The Art Gallery, the
newly released book
Stan Davidson
AL Dist. Superintendent from Rev. Stan Davidson,
Alabama District Superintendent, is an allegory
based on a young minister’s search for direction in ministry. “The young minister, Chad
Wittman, has been exposed to a particular
religious philosophy course that has left him
troubled,” explains Bro. Davidson. “He must
decide whether he will adhere to the absolute
principles of God’s Word or accept the idea
that human philosophy can alter the message
for conformity. His search for correct answers
leads him to an old art gallery, where he discovers a manuscript written by an elder. The
book chronicles his journey through the elder’s
writings and reveals the impact they have on
the young minister. A unique twist in the book
is how the elder weaves his narrative through
the exploration of art, drawing a parallel between abstract art and abstract philosophy.”

Each minister must make the decision to
accept the concrete principles of God’s Word
or embrace the abstract ideas based on human reasoning. The primary target audience
of Bro. Davidson’s book is the developing
minister who may be experiencing the same
inner struggle. “The basic principles of the
book are helpful to any sincere student of
God’s Word,” said Bro. Davidson. “I have
been involved in ministry training for many
years. Several years ago, I was teaching at
a seminar and felt inspired to write a few
allegories concerning the trends of postmodern culture. The idea came to me to create
a novel around them, that of the young minister in search of truth. I eventually flipped
the script to exploring these truths from the
viewpoint of the young minister. Instead of
the teaching elder being the focus, the young
minister became the focus. Once this transition was made, I began to believe that I had
something that would provide both an interesting read and some biblical instruction.”
There have been many positive
responses from individuals outside of this target group. The concepts espoused in its pages are relevant and timely. “The book has
not been on the market very long, but some

very positive comments were made by those
who read it before publication,” Bro. Davidson
stated. “Scott Graham, Carlton Coon, Michael
Thomas, and several others wrote comments
that are contained in the book and posted in
my personal bookstore. Since publication, I
have had some positive reviews from pastors
and organization officials. The inner battle and
consequent journey made by Chad Wittman in
this novel is one that relates to many. Several
early readers have posted comments of the
positive impact they received.”
The Art Gallery can be found in several
places. To access Bro. Davidson’s personal
bookstore and read the comments of those
who previewed the book, one can go to
churchontherockupc.
org and access the
bookstore on that site.
It is also available on
Amazon; one should
search for “J. Stanley
Davidson” and “The
Art Gallery.” It has
also been submitted
to the Pentecostal
Publishing House.

FaithStream: Your Church’s Streaming Solution
By Gregg Stone

Powerful and
simple! Leverage
the largest and most
reliable video streaming networks around
the globe (powerful)
and combine it with
an easy-to-use content
management system
(simple), and you have
Kent Elliott
Manchester, CT
FaithStream, a streaming service for video on demand (VOD) and
live content. Founded by Kent Elliott as a
service of FAITHWORKS Image Consulting,
FaithStream helps churches and ministries
to develop their own privately-branded apps
(or channels) on the most popular streaming
platforms such as Roku, Apple TV, Amazon
Fire TV, Android TV, and also on Apple iOS
and Android-based mobile devices. “It helps
our churches to be intentional about their
media outreach and to present their content
without unwanted ads and distractions,”
Bro. Elliott explains. “We built a solution
and a service in which a church’s media is
not under another entity’s app (with many
other ministries), but is privately branded
and focused on their church, their community, their outreach, and their message.”
Targeting churches and any ministry
that has inspirational, educational, and
engaging video content, FaithStream was

created to reach every person in your city;
it’s about evangelism, period. “This is
something that has been in the making for
close to five years now,” said Bro. Elliott.
“We did not create it because of the COVID
pandemic. It is so much bigger than reaching our members that are not able to come
to church because of the virus. It is about
souls. How are we going to reach every
single person with the gospel of Jesus
Christ in our cities and towns? I believe
one of those methods will be through
platforms that have Connected TV Apps
(CTV). These platforms will give access to
households that we would never be able to
reach in any other way. Yes, our ultimate
goal would be for them to one day come to
our physical location, but until then – this
provides a doorway to get them connected
to the church and to hear the Good News.”
In 2020, FaithStream began a soft
launch to the market and has already begun
hearing good reports from pastors and various ministry leaders. “Personally, I have had
several situations where a member who had
been gone for a while began to reconnect
because of COVID,” explains Bro. Elliott.
“They called the church and found out that
our services could be streamed on ROKU.
While I was on the phone with them, they
immediately downloaded our church app.
They are now connected to that church

every weekend because of the power and
convenience of Connected TV.
Recently, one of my nurses realized
I was a pastor. She asked how she could
connect with the church and listen to our
messages. Due to our FaithStream platform, I was able to show her how to download our church’s app. Now she has access
to stream all the messages of our services
immediately at her fingertips. We have several churches and pastors using our service
right now. A few of these include Pastor
Jason Staten, Pastor Darin Sargent, Pastor
Steve Smith, and Pastor Jerron Carney.”
Live streaming your services is important, but having video on demand (VOD)
is just as important. Giving households in
your community the ability to tune in at
any time and stream your content will allow
the gospel to be easily accessible like never
before. “This should not be about deleting
other platforms such as YouTube or Facebook,” said Bro. Elliott, “But instead, using
those platforms to point people to your
private channels where your content is being streamed without any interruptions and
distractions.” For more information, Bro.
Elliott can be reached by email at kwelliott@faithworksimage.com, or by phone at
(860) 474-3050.

ibc perspectives -

vol. 31, no. 9

23

Smiles & Humor
Word To The Wise:
Don’t let your worries get the best of you; remember, Moses
started out as a basket case.
Little Dewey went fishing with his dad, who had his fishing
license on the back of his hat.
After a while they had caught no fish when Little Dewey
offered the following suggestion: “Dad, turn your hat around so
the fish can see your license.”

*******
Interviewer: You’re asking for a pretty high salary for
someone without any experience.
Interviewee: Well, this job is going to be super hard since I
don’t know what I’m doing.

Uncomfortable with any kind of confrontation,
Pastor Dooley relied on Mr. Chuckles to
restructure church departments.

*******

First UPC of McClintock County breaks history
with their unorthodox method of electing a
new pastor.

Pete and Larry had not seen each other in many years.
Now they had a long talk trying to fill in the gap of those
years by telling about their lives. Finally Pete invited Larry to
visit him in his new apartment. “I have a wife and three kids
and I’d love to have you visit us.”
“Great. Where do you live?”
“Here’s the address. And there’s plenty of parking
behind the apartment. Park and come around to the front
door, kick it open with your foot, go to the elevator and
press the button with your left elbow, then enter!”
He contined, “When you reach the sixth floor, go down
the hall until you see my name on the door. Then press the
doorbell with your right elbow and I’ll let you in.”
“Good. But tell me...what is all this business of kicking
the front door open, then pressing elevator buttons with my
right, then my left elbow?”
Pete Answered, “Surely, you’re not coming emptyhanded, my friend!”

*******
Mrs. Fischbach goes to the butcher shop to
buy a chicken for the Sunday meal. The butcher
has only one scrawny chicken left. He puts it on
the scale.
“Three pounds,” he says.
“That’s too scrawny; don’t you have
something bigger?” Mrs. Fleshman asks.
He pretends to rummage around, and then
puts the same chicken back on the scale, while
pressing with his thumb.
“Three and a half pounds,” he says.
“That looks better,” says Mrs. Fleshman. “I’ll
take them both.”
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